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Image from: Irwin J.  Destination Moon: The Spiritual and Scientific Voyage of the Eighth Man to Walk on the Moon (1989).  



OUR MISSION 
To engage in collecting and preserving oral histories from 

current and former residents of southeastern Pennsylvania who 
were engaged in activities aimed at protecting the United 

States during the Cold War  
(1945-1989). 

http://www.whyguides.com/wp-
content/uploads/2009/06/cold-war.jpg 



Methodology 
• 2-3 interviewers/session 
• 1-2 interviewees/session; location 

variable (often at home) 
• Recordings made with digital 

camcorder, augmented with 
digital audio recording and 
photograph of each interviewee 

• Audio, visual releases signed 
• Release available for gift 

donations 
• Archive intended for historical 

preservation and research 
 
 



The interviewees 
• >90% Naval Air Development Center, 

Warminster, PA 
– Patuxent River Naval Base 

• Nike Missile Bases from Warrington and 
Levittown, PA 

• ~50 interviews (some multiple sessions) 
 

http://navairdevcen.org/ 



NASA 

The Dynamic Flight Simulator 

Image courtesy of Doug Crompton 



Timeline of major milestones for centrifuge 

JR Poppin is 1st human  
to ride centrifuge; 11.2.51 

X-15 training begins 

R. Flanagan Gray rides the “Iron Maiden” 
to 31.25G; 12.7.58 

Project Mercury centrifuge 
training begins; 8.15.59 

Space program centrifuge training; 1165 runs 
(Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Dyna-Soar) 

Later military centrifuge programs  
(flight safety/human factors) 

NADC closes 

Clark/Hardy “Mars” sim- 2G X 24hrs (late 1950s) 

Spheroid gondola  
installed 



Source: Chambers MJ, Chambers R.  
Getting off the planet: training astronauts, Apogee Books, 2005. 

http://www.sierrafoot.org/x-15/x-15_art2.jpg, accessed 9.20.2009 

Source: Chambers MJ, Chambers R.  
Getting off the planet: training astronauts, Apogee Books, 2005. 

Source: Doug Crompton; NASA 

Clark/Hardy “Mars” sim- 2G X 24hrs (late 1950s) 

X-15 pilot training begins in 1957 

Projects Mercury, Gemini, Apollo centrifuge training 

Contour couch testing for space program  



Image  courtesy of Debbie Doerfel 

The Johnsville Centrifuge  
(Dynamic Flight Simulator) 



The Iron Maiden and Flanagan Gray 

Don Morway 

Photo credit: John O’Rangers, 7/2009 

The Iron Maiden 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ_oM5Anu4A 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ_oM5Anu4A


If it wasn’t for the fact that the  
thermal lab wasn’t ready… 

Alice Stoll 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uq3PEbafKmw 

http://www.youtube.com/my_videos?feature=mhee


Photo courtesy of Bill Lyons 

J. J. Armstrong 

Harald von Beckh 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gthmA_ad_jM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gthmA_ad_jM


The “Right Stuff” Ain’t  
Just for Astronauts 

Image courtesy of Linda Lips 



135 Runs on “The Beastie” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-j4xFtblkE 

Steve Cloak 

http://www.youtube.com/my_videos?feature=mhee
http://www.youtube.com/my_videos?feature=mhee
http://www.youtube.com/my_videos?feature=mhee


Alice Stoll 

The First Woman to Ride the 
Johnsville Centrifuge, ~1960 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhEjewHrQ3A 

http://www.youtube.com/my_videos?feature=mhee


Should Private Spaceflight Participants 
Undergo Centrifuge Training? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meAMr0RIr-E 

Barry Shender 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meAMr0RIr-E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meAMr0RIr-E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meAMr0RIr-E


Conclusions 
• Compliments traditional historical sources 
• Perspectives of individuals who might not 

otherwise appear in the historical record 
• Preserves the past for the benefit of future 

generations 
• Gratitude from interviewees with knowledge 

that their history will “live on” 
 

History is, after all, about the human experience 



THANK YOU 
To all those who gave generously of their time to share 

their lifetime accomplishments for this project 



Preserving History Through the Memories  
of Those Who Created It 

Southeastern PA Cold War 
 Historical Society 
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